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RECOLLBCTIONS OF THE PART SPRINGFIELD BORE IN

THE OBSEQUIES OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

By Edward L. Merritt.

President Abraham Lincoln was shot to death by the assassin, John

Wilkes Booth, during a play at Ford's theatre in Washington City, D. C.,

on the night of Friday, April 14, 1865, dying at twenty-two minutes

past 7 o'clock, Saturday morning, April 15, 1865. The news of tne

assassination of Mr. Lincoln came during the night of April 14th and

the announcement of his death reached Springfield about 9 :00 o clock

in the forenoon of April 15, 1865.

It would be difficult to describe the terrible condition ot
_

the public

mind on the day when it was known that Abraham Lincoln was

no more. To the last moment, a despairing hope had existed that

our beloved citizen and president would not die. Strong men were

stunned
;
others were overcome with grief

;
while others became wild

with frenzy. This paralyzing shock came at a time when all were happy

in the belief that the dreadfiil war was over, and many believed that

without the guiding hand of Mr. Lincoln the fruits of our victorious

armies were lost and chaos would follow. All conditions were desperate

on that fateful 15th of April, 1865. Every kind of business was sus-

pended, all the bells in the city were constantly tolled for several days

and Springfield “put on sack cloth and ashes" and went into mourning,

for Abraham Lincoln, her beloved citizen, was dead.

At 12 :00 o'clock, noon, of that dreadful Saturday, only a few hours

after President Lincoln had breathed for the last time, a large Public

meeting spontaneously assembled in the open, at the south front of the

state house (now the Sangamon county court house) from which went

forth the first sob of heartbreaking anguish to the world because ot

the horrible crime of this assassin. Since that awful day, forty-four

great years of national glory and prosperity have intervened. Thousandte

of patriotic, loving hearts which would not be comforted, who saw only-

calamity to the nation in this cruel and heartless murder of the

and good Lincoln, are now with the endless throng. Let us hope they,

too, will celebrate Abraham Lincoln's centennial in the realms beyond.

At this gathering, his neighbors and associates, his professional

brethren, his political friends and foes, came together with grief bur-
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dened hearts and tear dimmed eyes to humbly manifest their great love

for their dead friend and neighbor. In this assemblage were lifelong

and close friends of Abraham Lincoln; notable men in all walks of

life and of national reputations who have contributed so much to blazen

the fair name of Illinois high up on the escutcheon of the republic.

With the liability of being considered tedious, I give below many of

the names of these eminent citizens; also, the proceedings, including the

resolutions adopted at this, the first assemblage of condolence held in

the United States.

The lion. Shelby M. Cullom, with many evidences of bereavement,

called the meeting to order and suggested that the Hon. Jesse K. Dubois,

then State .Auditor, being one of Mr. Lincoln’s intimate friends, should

preside. ^Ir. Dubois was unanimously chosen- chairman, when the fol-

lowing vice chairmen were elected: The Hon. Stephen T. Logan, Col.

John Williams, W. F. Elkin, Elijah lies, N. II. Ridgely, E. B. Hawley,
Thomas Condell, James L. Lamb, Gersham Jayne, Richard Latham,
A. G. Herndon, Rev. Albert Hale, and Rev. John G. Bergen. The
Hon. James'C. Conkling, Edward L. Baker, editor of The State Journal,

and Edward L. Merritt, editor of The State Register, were selected as

secretaries. The writer of this sketch is the only survivor of all the

above named officers of this meeting except Senator Cullom, who called

the meeting to order.

'JJie Hon. John T. Stuart, with whom Mr. Lincoln read law and wffio

was afterwards the senior member of his firm, with much emotion,

briefly addressed the audience, condoling with the friends and former

neighbors of the dead president, pathetically referring to the deep grief

that had come to the American people in Mr. Lincoln’s taking off, re-

lating interesting incidents connected with his last interview with the

President. On his motion, the chair appointed the following named
gentlemen as a committee on resolutions: The Honorables John T.

Stuart, Shelby I\L Cullom, Samuel II. Treat, ^lilton Hay, Lawrence
Weldon, William Jayne, Ozias Hatch, Benjamin S. Edwards and
Alexander Starne.

The Hon. John T. Stuart, from the committee, reported the follow-

ing resolutions of condolence, which were unanimously adopted

:

‘AYhereas
;
We have learned by telegraph from the city of Washing-

ton, of the assassination of President Lincoln, and

—

‘‘Whereas; We, his neighbors and friends, regard his death as a great

and irreparable national calamity, and

—

“Whereas; It is fitting that those who knew him best in life, should

express their deep distn^ss at his untimely death
;
he it

—

“Resolved, Therefore; That we, his neighbors and friends, without

distinction of party, forgetting all past ditTerences of opinion, unite in

solemn accord in the expression of our deep sympathy for his family,

his friends, our country and the peace of mankind for this, his untimely
death, in that hour of our country’s struggle, when was to be called

into service those high qualities of head and heart, which endeared him
as a man and made him distinguished as a President.
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^^Eesolved; That since the unexampled success of our arms, we have

with patriotic pride, beheld indications upon the part of Mr. Lincoln

of a policy of restoration and union, in the consummation of which the

peace of the country and the wonted national integrity would again be

restored to our stricken union.

^^Eesolved
;
That in this sad national bereavement, it is the duty of all

good citizens to rely with confidence and hope on the over-ruling Provi-

dence of God, preserve calmness and faithfully submit and adhere to

the sovereign laws of the land.

^^Eesolved; That in the assassination of the Hon. William H. Sew-

ard, the country has lost an able, efficient and upright officer, and one

whose services as a diplomat will be remembered by a grateful people

through every period of coming history. [Secretary of State Seward,

although severely wounded by an assassin and reported dead, happily

recovered.]

‘'^Eesolved
;
That inasmuch as this city has for a. long time been the

home of the President, in which he has graced with his kindness of

heart and honesty of purpose, all the relations of life, it is appropriate

that its ^‘City of the Deaffi^ should be the final resting place of all that

on earth remains of him that is mortal, and to this end we respect-

fully request the appointment of a committee on the part of the city

council to act in- conjunction with the Governor of the State, with a

view of bringing hither his remains for interment.”

The only . survivors of the committee on resolutions are the Hon.
Shelby M. Cullom, United States Senator of Illinois, and Dr. William

Jayne of this city.

The remains of the dead president reached Springfield on the 3d of

May, accompanied by members of the Cabinet, members of the United
States Senate and House of Eepresentatives

;
distinguished military

officers and distinguished citizens from all parts of the United States,

including officers of the various states. From Washington to his

former home, the whole people were in a state of lamentations. At
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Hew York and at all the cities through which
the funeral train passed, marked demonstrations of genuine sorrow,

love and respect were paid to the memory of the great Lincoln by the

people. The remains rested upon a beautiful and somberly decorated

catafalque in the old representative chamber of the State House, where
they were viewed by over an hundred thousand sorrowing people dur-

ing the two days they lay in state.

The Capital of Illinois had made elaborate preparations for the last

offices of the dead. To consummate a becoming tribute of an affec-

tionate people, money, skill, patience, labor, nothing was spared that

Springfield^s love offering should be worthy of her great dead. The
funeral obsequies of the mortal remains of Mr. Lincoln occurred on the

4th day of May, 1865, and no American ever, up to this time, was laid

to rest with more genuine love and distinguished and beautiful honors.



182

Tlio pallbearors were the llonorables Jesse K. Dubois, Stephen T.
Ix)gan, .Jolm T. Stuart, James N. Brown, Governor Gustavus Koerner,
Jiul^je Saiiiuel II. 'I'reat, Gol, John Williams, James L, Lamb, Erastus
Wright, Jacob Bunn and Charles W. Matheny. Every one of whom
has since been aiFectionately laid to rest by other palll^earers.

The funeral j)ageant was the largest and most imposing ever witnessed
in the United Stak*s. It was made up of military, professional and about
every known fraternal and civic organization, embracing eight divisions.

All were afoot, except the marshals, their aids, and distinguished guests.

The columns of marchers reached from curb to curb and in close order.

Gen. Joseph E. Hooker was marshal in chief with Gen. John Cook of

this city as chief of staff. (General Cook now is a resident of Michigan.)
The late Gen. John A. McClernand of this city, was grand marshal, and
lode at the head of the second division followed by the hearse, supported
by the following aides: Lieutenant Colonel Schwartz, Captains Henry
Jayne, B. Bandolph, B. E. Ferguson, Thomas Owen, the lion. Charles

A. Keyes, Dr. J. L. Million, the Hon. William M. Springer, Col. E. E.

Myers, Judge A. X. J. Crook, Edward L. Merritt and the Hon. T. N.
Higgins. The cortege was of such great numbers and of so great a length

that the bead of the procession bad reached Oak Bidge where the remains

of Mr. Lincoln were temporarily deposited in the receiving vault of the

cemetery, before more than one-half of it was in line. In this march to

tlie “City of the Dead,'’ scores upon scores of the best musical organiza-

tions of the nation were in line, whose funeral dirges cadenced the

great wail of a bereft people.

The survivors of the twelve aids to General ^IcClemand today are

Capt. Henry Jayne of Taylorville, 111., the Hon. (diaries A. Keyes,

Judge A. X. J. Crook and Edward L. Merritt of this citv.

The closing ceremonies at Oak Bidge were quite simple and in ac-

cord with the plain life of him whose mortal remains were laid to rest.

Prayer was offered by the Bey. Albert Hale of this city, followed with

appropriate music, in 'which a choir of hundreds of voices joined.

Bishop Simpson of the ^lethodist church delivered a lengthy and stron»i

funeral oration, fierce in its revengeful and invective denunciation of

the southern rebellion leaders. Probably it was more so than would

ha\'e met the approval of the dead, generous President, but this the

times seemed to excuse. After the benediction was pronounced by the

Bev. P. D. Gurley of New York city, the vast assemblage of mourners
dispersed, sorrowing.

On the day of the funeral. The Lincoln National Monument Asso-

ciation was organized with the Hon. Bichard J. Oglesby, Governor of

Illinois, as its president. On this day the first subscriptions of money
were made for the erection of the magnificent monument which now
adorns, in beautiful Oak Bidge, the last resting place of the wise, the

good, the generous hearted and great Abraham TJncoln.

In its afternoon issue of the 15th of April, 1865, the following para-

graphs of an editorial appeared in The State Begister on the death of
,

President Lincoln : u

1
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“Just in the hour when the crowning triumph of his life awaited

him
;
when the result which he had labored and prayed for for years

with incessant toil, stood almost accomplished; when he could begin

clearly to see the promised land of his longings—the restored union--

even as Moses, from the top of Pisgah, looked forth upon Canaan he

had for forty years been striving to attain, the assassin^s hand at once

puts a rude period to his life and to his hopes. As Moses of old, who
had led God’s people through the danger and gloom of the wilderness,

died when on the eve of realizing all that his hopes had pictured, so

Lincoln is cut off just as the white wing of peace begins to reflect its

silvery radiance over the red billows of war. It is hard for a great

man to die, but doubly cruel that he should be cut off after such a

career as that of him we mourn today.

“But tears and regrets are alike unavailing, and the crushing sense

of this great sorrow is all that we can now distinctly feel. We realize

that the great Douglas has now a companion in immortality, and that

when the roll of statesmen whose genius has left its impress upon the

destiny of the country shall be complete, no names will stand higher

or shine with purer luster than the two which blaze upon the escutcheon

of Illinois.”

Also, in the same paper of April 18th, the following editorial para-

graph appeared:

“History has recorded no such scene of bloody terror. The murder
of monarchs has been written. Caesar was slain in the senate chamber

;

Gustavus was butchered in the ball room; but these were usurpers and
tyrants, not the chosen heads of a people, empowered to select their

rulers. And, 0, horrible, that he should have been assassinated when
his best efforts to tranquilize the fears and fury of his people were so

nearly realized. We are dumb with sorrow.”,

Transactions > 111 State Hist Soc# 1809
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